Dear MAFL Fund Contributors and Interested Bystanders,
Yet another disappointing weekend for the gamblers, I’m afraid. 

Both the underdogs on which we had money riding were blown off their respective parks, with no credible chances of victory shortly after the first bounce. Richmond, in particular, redefined the term ‘thumping’ as they slipped to 3 and 4 for the season, vandalising their percentage, which, at 68.03, is now the worst of any team in the comp. Quite an amazing circumstance for a team lying equal ninth on the ladder. In the other game where we backed the underdog, the Roos allowed Adelaide a 9-goal first quarter and, although kicking 4.2 to 0.1 in the second quarter, never seriously threatened.
Our two bets on favourites fared marginally better, yielding one win and one loss. On Friday night the Saints trailed at every change before eventually going down to the Cats by 3 straight goals. Then, on Saturday, the Eagles, carrying our largest bet for the weekend, downed the Magpies to end their five-game winning streak and make a small contribution to the MAFL kitty. If only they were paying better than $1.40 (actually, by game time, they were as short as $1.35).
In total then, 1 win and 3 losses, knocking just shy of 6c off the share price and moving it to 82.577c.
So far this season we’ve bet on 14 of the 16 teams – missing only Collingwood and Geelong – and we have a positive return from 5 of them. Carlton and the Roos, together, account for our entire loss.
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Ave Margin

W L Outlayed ROF ROI

Adelaide 1 0 0.74% 0.45% 60.00%

Brisbane Lions 1 1 4.28% (2.42%) (56.55%)

Carlton 0 3 11.84% (11.84%) (100.00%)

Collingwood

Essendon 0 1 1.76% (1.76%) (100.00%)

Fremantle 1.5 0.5 5.56% 5.52% 99.28%

Geelong

Hawthorn 0 1 0.74% (0.74%) (100.00%)

Kangaroos 1 3 8.89% (6.12%) (68.86%)

Melbourne 1 1 6.30% (1.51%) (23.93%)

Port Adelaide 0 1 3.48% (3.48%) (100.00%)

Richmond 0 1 1.55% (1.55%) (100.00%)

St Kilda 0 1 2.15% (2.15%) (100.00%)

Sydney 1 1 6.75% 2.48% 36.73%

West Coast 1 0 3.58% 1.43% 40.00%

Western Bulldogs 1 0 4.74% 4.27% 90.00%

Total 8.5 14.5 62.37% (17.42%) (27.94%)


Moving on to tipping, the Model again kept pace with the bookies this weekend, tipping 5 winners out of 8 to move to 34 of 56 (60.7%) for the season.

(Some of you have been curious about how we might have fared had we bet on the tipped teams every week. Well, had we wagered $1 on every tipped team each week, we’d be just short of $3.50 behind for the season, representing an ROI of negative 6.2%. So, no cigar there, either).

Here’s how the Model’s performed on a team-by-team basis, compared to each team’s season record:
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W L W L W L W L W L

Adelaide 5 1 5 1 6 1

Brisbane Lions 2 1 0 1 2 2 2 5

Carlton 0 0 2 5

Collingwood 3 0 1 0 4 0 5 2

Essendon 0 1 0 1 0 2 1 6

Fremantle 1 2 0 1 1 3 4 3

Geelong 1 2 1 2 3 4

Hawthorn 2 1 2 1 4 3

Kangaroos 0 0 2 5

Melbourne 1 1 1 1 4 3

Port Adelaide 0 2 0 2 2 5

Richmond 1 0 1 0 2 0 3 4

St Kilda 2 3 2 3 3 4

Sydney 3 2 1 1 4 3 4 3

West Coast 5 1 5 1 6 1

Western Bulldogs 3 0 2 1 5 1 5 2

Total 29.0 17.0 1.0 0.0 4.0 5.0 34.0 22.0

63.0% 100% 44.4% 60.7%


Sydney remains as the most tipped team, with Adelaide, West Coast and the Western Bulldogs providing the greatest number of successful tips. It’ll be interesting to se what the Model does with the Sydney v Bulldogs clash at the SCG next weekend.
With a few big wins and some upsets, this was not a good weekend for margin prediction. The Model recorded an average error margin this weekend of 52.25 points, its worst result of the season, moving it to a season-long average error of 31.6, which is roughly its long-term average.
On the topic of upsets and the general likelihood of each weekend’s results, one of the statistics I calculate each week is the combined probability of the weekend’s eight winners, using the Sportsbet odds that I have from nearest game time. Here’s how they’ve looked so far this season.

	Round
	Combined Odds for Eight Winners

	1
	327/1

	2
	146/1

	3
	253/1

	4
	350/1

	5
	112/1

	6
	254/1

	7
	176/1


To give you something of a reference point, if a weekend’s results comprised victories for eight equal favourites, the combined odds would be 255/1. In comparison, if it comprised eight victories for teams at $1.50 (ie a probability of about 62.5%), the combined odds would be around 42/1.
So, in some sense, this was the third-least surprising round of the season.

Still far too $%$%&$$%^* surprising for my liking.

‘Til Thursday,
Tony

